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The Study of “Den-doo Hoo-koku” Identity of Taiwan Christians during 
Japanese Colonial Period (1937-1945) 

Abstract

During the final stage of the Japanese imperial rule, the Japanese government 
promoted a series of policies which intended to rally the national strength. As a 
result, these policies rendered its religious policy stricter. The then-commonly used 
slogan “Den-doo Hoo-koku” (“Evangelizing for Patriotism”) actually implies two 
level of meanings—Kingdom of Heaven and Japanese Empire. In order to practice 
their belief, Christians shifted their concern from static church service to active 
social service, revealing a structural change in their understanding of faith 
connotation, national consciousness, nationality, and church-state relations. The 
main thrust of this dissertation discusses the issue of identity in the mindset of 
“Evangelizing for Patriotism” among the Taiwanese Christians during the war time. 
The issues of dual identifies, shift of Christian role and character, and interaction 
with government across social boundaries were also included in this paper.  

The conclusion in this paper indicates that, in the mid-1930s, various aspects of 
church movement were prosperous. Christians built up their sense of honor through 
history, politics, study of Bible, and series of reform movements. Evangelists also 
kindled conversion and revival among Christians. The positive attitude, changes 
based on life experience, and related doctrine of the church were also discussed. 
Christians at this period assumed the responsibility to improve church and society. 
In the mean time, an awakening of the faith identity as “Sons of the Kingdom” was 
initiated and gradually consolidated.  

In 1937, the policy of Japanese Imperialization got underway, its main scheme 
being heightening of national spirit, Japanese learning, and restructuring of religious 
groups. Meanwhile, Christians thought they should take the responsibility to help 
those who had lost their faith. By 1940, foreign mission workers were expelled and 
Taiwanese Christians gradually conformed to the wartime system, acknowledging 
the power and success of the Empire and the progress of the Japanese Christianity. 
The identification with "the Royal People of the Empire" reached its heights.  

With the intensification of the war in 1941, the service structure of Taiwan 
Christianity was established. Failing to join the United Church of Christ in Japan, 
Taiwanese churches were soon incorporated into the United Church of Christ in 
Taiwan which was dictated by the colonial government. Under the political and 
religious oppression and discriminatory policies, Christians in Taiwan turned 
patriotism into concern for homeland and local affairs.  



Sunday school is the primary means of religious education for children and 
was quite influential at the early stage of the Japanese colonial rule. However, 
during the wartime, the effect and impact of Sunday school gradually dwindled due 
to the merger of the churches and the introduction of Japanese learning. By the end 
of war, with the official intervention, Sunday school was replaced by social studies. 
Such process provides a medium for Taiwanese Christians to appraise the propriety 
of Sunday school courses and evaluate the significance of the mindset of 
“Evangelizing for Patriotism.”

We may conclude that the final stage of the Japanese imperial rule is a time of 
“Evangelizing for Patriotism.” The religious belief and faith identity among 
Taiwanese Christians remain the same before and after the war. They always urged 
themselves to preach the Gospel and work for evangelism. Nonetheless, their political 
stance shifted with the change of political situations. Taiwanese Christians had the 
consciousness that it was their social responsibility to evangelize for the sake of the 
nation. In order to protect the common interest of Taiwan and concern for their 
homeland, Taiwanese Christians chose to cooperate with Japanese government and 
Japanese Christians. In the context of their colonial suffering experience, Christians 
scrutinize their beliefs and re-discover their identification with homeland. To sum up, 
the mindset of “Evangelizing for Patriotism” will remain an important issue for 
Christians of every generation to review and reflect. 

Keyword: Christian, identity, Presbyterian Church, church-state relations, wartime 
system, political theology. 
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                                           第二章 奮興運動與「傳道報國」認同之信仰背景 ．17． 

漸和統治者建立良好關係，並獲得官方的承諾與保證，提供教會最大的協助。8教

會體制方面，1896年召開首屆「南部中會」（當時稱臺南長老大會），公選巴克禮

為議長，1898年設立臺灣人最早的兩位牧師潘明珠、劉俊臣。1895-1905這十年之

間，南部有巴克禮、宋忠堅（Duncan Ferguson）、廉德烈（Andrew B. Nielson）三

位牧師協力工作，信徒人數倍增。中部有梅監務牧師（Campbell N. Moody）與蘭

大衛醫師（David Landsborough）協力工作，開拓18間教會。大甲、苑裡一帶經

由劉忠堅牧師（Duncan MacLeod）的耕耘，也相當有進展，不少漢人家族領袖改

信基督教，對教勢的擴張幫助甚大。 

  教育事務方面，南部於1885年設立臺灣第一所中等教育設施「長老教會中

學」，後屢經改名換制，為臺南長榮中學的前身。初期主要教師有余饒理（George 

Ede）、林燕臣及主張「全人教育」的萬榮華（Edward Band）等人。此外，1889

年宣教師成立「長老教女學校」，提倡女子教育，為臺南長榮女中的前身。醫療

衛生方面，1888年，盧嘉敏醫師（Garvin Russell）來臺，1890年創設大社醫館，

於彰化總爺街設巡迴醫療站，因醫術精良、待人親切而頗受好評，可惜積勞成疾，

1892年因傷寒病逝嘉義，得年僅26歲。1899年蘭大衛醫師創設彰化醫館，一面苦

心主持院務，一面培植本地優秀青年，教授醫學。1900年臺南新樓醫館成立，歷

任院長有德馬太（Matthew Dickson）、安彼得（Peter Anderson）、馬雅各二世、戴

仁壽（G. Gushue Tylor）、周惠憐（Percival Cheal）等。9南部教會無論教育與醫療

的宣教事務，均獲得長足的進步及臺人的肯定。 

  南部教會的本土化過程方面，1915年南部設教50週年時，本地牧師大力提倡

自治、自養、自傳的三自運動，不久成立高雄州教務局，致力南部教會的拓展，

促成1930年南部從單一中會擴增成4個中會（臺中、嘉義、臺南、高雄）。101930

年代，南部的臺籍牧師人數已是英國宣教師的5倍，所屬各個堂會（Church）紛

紛組成「中會」（Presbetery），提供本地信徒討論、決策及執行的空間，對教會的

質、量成長頗有幫助。行政方面，南部教會為加強管理，設立佈教慈善會、建築

部、傳道部等附屬單位，按部就班確立制度。要之，1930年代是南部教會走向自

立與組織化的重要時期。11圖2-1為旗後教會的破土奠基儀式，中央持鋤頭者為86

歲的老宣教師巴克禮、左二為本地牧師許水露，興建的地點座落首位宣教師馬雅

                                                      
8 鄭仰恩，〈日治初期臺灣教會政治立場之審視〉，《臺灣教會公報》2387（1997.11），頁10-11。 
9 鄭仰恩，《定根本土的臺灣基督教——臺灣基督教史研究論集》（臺南：人光，2005），頁12-16。 
10 鄭仰恩，《定根本土的臺灣基督教——臺灣基督教史研究論集》，頁19。 
11 黃德銘，〈臺灣南部基督教長老教會組織發展之研究——以南部大會為中心（1896～1930）〉，

《南大學報》39:1（2005），頁135。 



18  1937-1945                                                    

12

 

 

2-1  1935  

 
The Presbyterian Messenger 1142 (1941.1-3) p. 14. 

 

 

1931 Westministera

360 5

five-year movement
13

1935

1935 70

60 50 40

 

1932 Rev. Brander

                                                      
12 Edward Band, Barclay of Formosa (Takyo: Christian Literature Society, 1936), pp. 185-186. 
  X. 601 1935.4 4  
13 71  



                                              19  

70
14

 

 
2-2   2-3   

  

 
 2-4   2-5   

 

  
 

1935 10 15

                                                      
14 60  



20  1937-1945                                                    

70 19 14 18

7 62 8

289 120 33,444 1.1% 15 

 
2-6   

 

 

  1935 10

16

70 1875

 

  

70

70
                                                      
15 1988 429-430  
16 607 1935.10 1-22 24-25  



                                              21  

 

  70

70

40

70 30 44 70

 

  

 

  

40 17

70 30

18 

  

19 

  
                                                      
17 70 3 611 1936.2 13  
18 611 1936.2 1-5  
  8

 
19 612 1936.3 1-2  



22 1937-1945                                                   

100 37

20

2-7  1935 10

607 1935.10 1

114

9,308 107

21

                                                      
20 612 1936.3 6-9
21 1935



                                              23  

22 

 
 

1865-1897

1898 1903

1915

1927 23

 

  

24 

  

                                                      
22  
23 607 1935.10 19-22  
24 208  



24  1937-1945                                                    

25 

 

 

  

26 

  27 1933
281934

5,000

29 

 1935 2

20

4,000

7,000

                                                      
25 4 32 1937.3 127  
26 1999 12 16  
27 1901-1944 1926

1927 2

10
1928

Dr. John Sung
43  

 1935 1-100  
 1967 1938 62-65  
28 576 1933.3 25-26  
29 III. 602 1935.5 12-13  



                                              25  

500 3 7

1,600 30 

 
2-8   

  
Leslie T. Lyall, John Sung (London: The China Inland Mission, 1956), titlepage. 

 
1935 8

10

1936 4 16 5 8 31

 

  8 1,500

32

700
33

34 

 1936 4 15

                                                      
30 K. Y. C. II. 603 1935.6 8-9     
31 611 1936.2 6  
32 III. 608 1935.11 3  
 IX. 608 1935.11 6-7  
33 121 1936.2 22-23  
34 121 1936.2 23-24  



26  1937-1945                                                    

841

80 35

1,200 149

2,000

1,484
36 

 

2-9   

 

 

 

2-10  139  

 

267 269  

   

                                                      
35 73-75  
36 1962 183-186  



                                              27  

  5 1-8

4,000

269 334 37

7
38

39 
 

2-11   

 

2003  

 
2-12   

 

273  

                                                      
37 II. 615 1936.6 2-3  
38 434-439  
39 618 1936.9 11-12  



28  1937-1945                                                    

  

 

40 

  

41 

  

6 10-20
42

9 12

20 7

                                                      
40 602 1935.5 7-8  
41 5 606 1935.9 7-9  
42 607 1935.10 22-24  



                                              29  

43

 

 

 

 

 

 

44

45  

 

46 

 
  evangelism

secularized language 47

                                                      
43 616 1936.7 7-11  
44 316-317  
45 II. 618 1936.9 3  
46 2010.5 86-88  
47 2006 15  



30  1937-1945                                                    

48

 

 

 

  

49 150

50 

  70
51

52  

 

53 

 

54 

 

                                                      
48 IX. 608 1935.11 8  
49 1953 63  
50 128 1936.9 22-24  
51 436-437  
52 135-136  
53 1997

224  
54 248  



                                              31  

  55

56 57 58

59

60

61 distinguished Chinese 

evangelist powerful preacher

1939 170 preaching band 62 

  
63

500 64

16

1939 65

66

                                                      
55 

1988  
56 IV. 616 1936.7 3  
57 126 1936.7 25  
58 V. 616 1936.7 3  
  1934  
59 The Presbyterian Messenger 1109(1936.10) pp. 

303-304, 306. 
60 The Presbyterian 

Record 61:11 (1936.11) pp. 341-342. 
61 The Presbyterian Messenger 1109(1936.10) pp. 305-306. 
62 The Presbyterian Record 64:3 (1939.3) p. 90. 
63 4 9  
 79  
64 1992 14  
65 VI. 606 1935.9 2-3  
66 1896-1972

1935 1939



32  1937-1945                                                    

67

68

15
69   

  

charismatic experence

 

                                                                                                                                                            
1941

 
  100  
67 616 1936.7 22-23  
68 VII. 616 1936.7 3  
69 1936 75 1986.4  



                                              33  

   

 

  1872 George Leslie Mackay

1873

1876

1880

Mackay Hospital 1882

Oxford College 1884

1885

70 

  

Willam Gauld 1892

Milton Jack

James Young Ferguson Janie 

Kinny Hannah Connell

Mission Council

1904

12 1907

1914

1912 1925 George 

Gushue Taylor 1934
71 

                                                      
70 118-119  
71 12-16  



34  1937-1945                                                    

  

native ministry

1885

1925

1930

1932

1938

1916-1932

Kenneth W. Dowie 1932-1945

1932

y
72 

  

1929 73

74 Kingdom of God 

movement 75

                                                      
72 19-20  
73 12

1983 15-23 
74 1888-1960 16

72
200

24
 

 1990.9 xi  
75 

442 54,006 22,572  



                                              35  

76  

  

1934 11 77

60 1935
78 79 

1935 10 11

80 24 81

 

1935 11

2,000

                                                      
76 II. 598 1935.1 14-16  
 IV. 599 1935.2 7-8  
77 

 
78 120 1936.1 25  
79 39 121 4 1935.2 35  

4  
   
      

80 118 1935.11 28  
81  V. 609 1935.12 5  



36  1937-1945                                                    

82

83

84 

10 14-15

25 30-31

85

86

 

2-13   2-14  

 

  

 

                                                      
82 248  
83 1935.11.9-10 1-28  
84 The Presbyterian Record 61:2 (1936.2), pp. 54-55. 
85 2005

268-269  
86 

1939.1 673-677  



                                              37  

 

 1936-1937  

   1935

Hugh MacMillan, 1892-1970

 

 
    

87 

 
   

 

  
881936 1 5

Lord 

revive Thy Church, beginning with me. 89

4-6 7-9

 

  
90 1936

5 1939 3 3
91

                                                      
87 3 119 1935.12 27  
88 40 89 1936.2 37-38  
89 120 1936.1 25  
90 40 71 1936.2 24  
91 1900-1992 1920



38  1937-1945                                                    

1-3

 

 
2-15   

 
124 1936.5 29 

 

 

  
92

93

94

95 

                                                                                                                                                            
5

1914 1936 1940
6 1942.12-1944.1

1952
7 1

1
1959

 
 2008 41  
92 120 1936.1 26-27  
93 120 1936.1 27  
94 120 1936.1 28-29  
  2 122 1936.3 30-31  
  3 123 1936.4 30-31  
95 121 1936.2 29  



                                              39  

 
96

97

98

99

100 

 

40

101

102  

  1936 8

207 13-68

103  

 

                                                      
96 120 1936.1 30  
97 120 1936.1 30-31  
98 120 1936.1 31-32  
99 122 1936.2 31  
100 121 1936.2 31  
101 120 1936.1 32-33  
102 121 1936.2 28  
103 3 128 1936.9 26-27  



40  1937-1945                                                    

104

105 106 

 

107 

 

108 

109

110

111

 

                                                      
104 124 1936.5 22  
105 124 1936.5 24-25  
106 130 1936.11 25  
107 124 1936.5

26-28  
108 125 1936.6 26  
109 126 1936.7 28  
110 127 1936.8 31  
111 G. 125 1936.6 27-28  



                                              41  

  

112

8

113 

1937-1938  

  1937

114

115

116

117 

  

self-support

self-governing self-propagating
118 

                                                      
112 Rev. Hugh -

The Presbyterian Record 61:5 (1936.5) p. 146. 
113 The Presbyterian 

Record 61:11(1936.11) pp. 343-344. 
 Miss Margaret M. Ramsay 1928-1940  
114 135 1937.4 21  
115 136 1937.5 22-23  
116 141 1937.10 24-25  
117 141 1937.10 28-29  
118 The Presbyterian 



42  1937-1945                                                    

  1-3

119 

  5-7

120 

  8-12

121 

1937 7 10

3 1938 1937

1938  

 

122 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                            
Record 62:3(1937.3) pp. 83-85. 
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1937-1939  
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162 Barth, Karl; translated by Grover Foley, Evangelical Theology: An Introduction (London: 
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165 612 1936.3 4-5  
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20 629 1937.8 629  
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47 Minutes of the Formosa Mission Council,  
48 Letter from Rev. W. E. Montgomery, Tainan, Formosa, Re Additional (Temporary) Appointment to 
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68  
69 1988.4
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78

79
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80 1895-1910 163  
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84
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32
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86

87 

 1939 11
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269. 
83 Marjorie Landsborough, More Stories from Formosa (London: Presbyterian Church of England, 

1932), pp. 89-93. 
84 649 1939.4 21  
85 Theology and The Church 6: 

3/4(1967.3) pp. 4-5. 
86 Duncan MacLeod, The Island Beautiful (Toronto: Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 

Church in Canada, Confederation Life Building, 1923), pp. 214-215. 
87 257  
 1907-1939 1945-1949 
 Rev. Duncan MacLeod,  
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4 89 10
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30 Lily Adair
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88 The Presbyterian Messenge 1138(1940.4-6) p. 11. 
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91 Confidential, PCEFMA, Mf.34, 1940.10.21. 
   Miss Isabel Elliot R.N. 1911 Miss Sabine E. Mackintosh 1916  
   Miss A. A. Livingston 1913 Miss S. Gladly Cullen 1926  
92 Working His Purpose Out II, p. 190. 
93  
   The Presbyterian Messenger 
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9
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35  



                                                83  

121

1940-1941
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1939-1940 1940-1941  
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  1940 6 21
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1247 7 COLLEGE CLOSED STUDENTS 

GOING NORTH SEPTEMBER EDWARD BAND
125 7 17

126

                                                      
122   
 After hearing a statement from Mr. Healey regarding his interciew with the Hed of the Education 

Department, it was agree that, in view of the present demands, the Council could not continue to 
carry on the Theological  College. The Council recommends:- 

 (1) that arangements should be made to trasfer the present men students to the Taihoku Theological   
 College. 

 (2) 
 enquiries had been made regarging the Tamsui Bible Institute. 

 
 viewsregarding a Union College. 
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124 46 9-10 1940.6  

 9.
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 1859 1914 1944 86 79  1864 1907   74 

 1864 1898 1899 36     1865 1914 1950 86 73 

 1866 1898 1928 63   1867 1914 1917 51  

 1873 1907 1961 89 65  1874 1906 1964 91 64 

 1874 1918 1933 60   1877 1906 1942 66 61 

 1878 1923 1949 72 60    1877 1925 1963 87 61 

 1879 1919 1962 84 59  1878 1919 1957 80 60 

 1881 1917 1971 91 57  1878 1919 1961 84 60 

 1882 1915 1960 79 56  1881 1914 1970 90 57 

 1883 1919 1939 57 55  1881 1934 1942 62 57 

 1883 1927 1962 80 55  1881 1935 1942 62 57 

   1887 1927 1969 83 51  1882 1914 1975 94 56 

   1889 1924 1975 87 49  1882 1942 1953 72 56 

 1889 1927 1952 64 49  1883 1939 1965 83 55 

 1890 1927 1950 61 48  1884 1918 1939 56 54 

 1892 1930 1988 97 46  1887 1907 1908 22  

 1893 1923 1960 68 45    1887 1942 1960 74 51 

 1893 1928 1975 83 45  1891 1947 1967 77 47 

 1893 1929 1988 96 45  1892 1940 1940 49 46 

 1894 1927 1940 47 44  1892 1937 1985 94 46 

 1894 1930 1964 71 44  1893 1924 1966 74 45 

 1894 1932 1968 75 44  1895 1930 1984 90 43 

 1894 1919 1951 58 44  1895 1936 1990 96 43 

   1896 1930 1963 68 42  1895 1939 1987 93 43 

   1896 1932 1982 87 42  1896 1933 1991 96 42 
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    /  1937      /  1937  

 1898 1925 1975 78 40  1897 1956 1974 78 41 

 1898 1928 1969 72 40  1898 1938   40 

 1898 1929 1957 60 40  1899 1955 1971 73 39 

 1899 1928 1985 87 39  1900 1936 1991 92 38 

 1900 1930 1974 75 38  1900 1940 1992 93 38 

 1900 1932 1967 68 38  1900 1943   38 

 1900 1934 1972 73 38  1901 1952 1960 60 37 

 1900 1941 1960 61 38  1902 1936 1992 91 36 

 1900 1924   38  1904 1940 1976 73 34 

 1900 1941   38  1904 1954   34 

 1901 1941 2001 101 37  1905 1938 1984 80 33 

 1901 1931 1993 93 37  1905 1940 1997 93 33 

 1902 1928 1993 92 36    1905 1941   33 

 1902 1935 1945 44 36  1906 1938 1974 69 32 

 1903 1935 1984 82 35  1907 1938 1991 85 31 

   1904 1929 1967 64 34  1909 1936 1965 57 29 

 1904 1932 1970 67 34  1909 1939 2000 92 29 

 1905 1944 1989 85 33  1909 1939 2008 100 29 

 1905 1941 1987 83 33  1909 1937 1989 80 29 

 1906 1941 1977 72 32  1909 1940 1984 75 29 

 1906 1939 2002 97 32  1910  1954 45 28 

 1906 1937 1970 65 32  1910 1942 2010 101 28 

 1907 1943 2004 98 31  1913 1941 1992 80 25 

 1908 1936 1980 73 30  1913 1941   25 

 1908 1940 2005 98 30  1914 1939 1985 72 24 

 1909 1937 1994 86 29  1914 1942  97 24 

 1909 1940 1988 80 29 1914 1941 2008 94 24 

 1910 1938 1976 67 28  1915 1946 1973 59 23 

 1911 1939 2000 90 27   1907 1914   
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    /  1937      /  1937  

 1911 1940 1983 73 27   1937    

 1911 1941 1996 86 27   1940    

 1912 1940 1976 65 26 

 

476-483  

655-689 690-695  

1-380  

4-128  

 1912 1938 1970 59 26 

 1912 1941 1983 72 26 

 1912 1941   26 

 1913 1941  98 25 

 1913 1942 2001 89 25 

 1913 1941   25 

 1914 1941 1992 79 24 

 1914 1941 2005 92 24 

 1914 1943  97 24 

 1914 1944 1978 65 24 

 1915 1940 1992 78 23 

 1916 1941 1998 83 22 

 1916 1943 1985 70 22 

  1905    

  1907    

  1924    

    1927    

  1928    

  1930    

  1934    

  1934    

  1939    

  1939    

    1939    

  1941    
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1934  

17  

8  

 

7  

 

1937

18  

11  

 

12  

   

1940

19  

12  

 

12  

  

 

1942  

20  

14  

 

15  
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